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Why teach Twitter?

ÅWhy teach E-mail, Instant Messaging, or 
Texting?

ÅPeople who cannot communicate with 
electronic text will be increasingly isolated

ÅElectronic messaging forms the back-bone of 
social networks and other online communities



Electronic text and messaging
can help AAC users

ÅThey help AAC users converse as equals

ÅThey look the same from all senders

ÅThe rhythm of electronic text conversations 
encourages non-instantaneous response

Å9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǘŜȄǘ  άŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ 
distance and time ςsupporting mobility-impaired 
and stay-at-home users



Point-and-Chat®is easy to learn

ÅCreate text messages using AAC software such as 
{ŀƭǘƛƭƭƻΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ 5ŜǎƪǘƻǇ /Ƙŀǘ®

ÅSend these messages as Tweets, IM, SMS text, or 
E-mail using just a few picture-based buttons

ÅPeople who have difficulty reading, can have the 
computer read messages aloud using simple Point-
and-Read®technologies



Using Point-and-Chat® to open the 
Twitter interface

Å To open the Twitter 
interface, click the 
CONTACTS button

Å The screen will show 
pictures of your friends, 
and the Twitter blue bird

Å Click on the Twitter blue 
bird

ÅThis will open up a new conversation tab that shows your Twitter feeds



Using Point-and-Chat®
to send a Tweet 

ÅCreate a tweet 
using AAC 
software such as 
DesktopChat®

ÅThe tweet goes 
directly to the 
Point-and-Chat®
text editing box



Using Point-and-Chat®
to send a Tweet 

ÅIf you are happy 
with the tweet, 
you can send it 
by clicking the 
SEND button

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜǊŀǎŜ
it with the ERASE button, and create a new one



Using Point-and-Chat® to receive a 
Tweet

ÅAn incoming tweet 
will automatically 
appear in the  
Point-and-Chat®
message box

ÅYou can choose to 
have the tweet
read automatically when it arrives



Using Point-and-Chat® to read
a Tweet

ÅYou can also 
listen to the 
tweet by 
mousingover 
the    message, 
or clicking the 
NEXT button


